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A MESSAGE FROM THE
COMMANDING OFFICER

HOME AGAIN

I

t has already been a busy and successful year for
the Active Battalion.
Beginning with Ex STALWART GUARDIAN 15,
we refocused our training and started conducting
section and platoon level defensive operations.
For many of the Officers and Senior NCO’s, this
required us to reach deep into our tool boxes
and dust off long unused skills. This was a good
thing, as defensive operations are some of the
most complicated, challenging and least practiced
infantry operations. This change also represents a
departure from the Forward Operating Base (FOB)
focused operations of the past decade to again
conducting general purpose combat operations.
In addition to defensive operations, the
Battalion also conducted extensive live fire, winter
warfare, and urban operations training. For many
of our soldiers, the highlight of the training year,
so far, was a four-day deployment to Georgia at the
end of March. There, our soldiers endured heavy rains and tornado warnings, while
conducting live fire section battle lanes with members of the 48th IBCT.
Operationally, the Active Battalion has been very busy. OP PROVISION, the
Canadian Armed Forces Support for Syrian Refugees, was initiated in the fall. I am
proud to say that 10% of the Battalion volunteered to support this Operation and
that 16 members were engaged at various times. In February, Highlanders took part
in OPTRILLIUM RESPONSE, which was aimed at furthering our ability to defend
Canada’s North and maintain Northern Sovereignty. The Battalion exceeded its
deployment targets for this Operation and provided key leadership support to 32
Territorial Battle Group (TBG) HQ. In addition, several of our Highlanders have also
been deployed, at various times, to both Eastern Europe (OP REASSURANCE) and the
Middle East (OP IMPACT) this year.
As we move towards the summer stand down, the Battalion will be focusing on
ceremonial duties, Individual Battle Task Standards (IBTS) and deploying troops and
instructors on Reserve Summer Training (RST). Our upcoming Ceremonial Duties
will encompass our annual Church Parade, the 125th Reunion Weekend, and a large
number of public engagements undertaken by the Pipes and Drums. Training for the
remainder of this year will focus on IBTS in order to enable the Battalion to conduct
range and field training exercises in the fall. RST has evolved over the last few
years and is now being initiated earlier in the calendar year, in order to better serve
university students. We have a large number of soldiers attending RST this summer,
in both instructor and candidate capacities, and I wish all of them well.
I close my message by extending my heartfelt thanks to all the members of our
extended Regimental Family for their ongoing support and hard work. I look forward
to seeing each and every one of you at the 125th Reunion Weekend.

Dileas !
LCol H.S. Pedwell
Commanding Officer

A MESSAGE FROM
THE HONOURARY LCOL

A

couple of weeks ago
I was in Calgary
to attend the annual
Kilted Regiments
Conference. Once a year
representatives from the
Highland, Scottish and
Irish regiments gather to
discuss issues of mutual
interest.
At one point during
the weekend we were
discussing recruiting
and it made me think back to a Friday night in
September of 1977 when I walked into Moss Park
Armoury and told the recruiting officer I wanted to
join the 48th Highlanders.
It’s not a surprise I ended up there, my
grandfather had served with the Regiment in the
First World War and I had been brought up with
the 48th. It was the beginning of an interesting
journey that took me across Canada and away from
the Regiment for 30 years. I served with 3 other
regiments and enjoyed my time with them but they
weren’t home.
In 2012 I came back to the Regiment no longer
as a serving soldier but I was home again and it
felt right.
For the past year I have had the honour to be
your Honorary Lieutenant Colonel. Putting on the
Davidson tartan again after all those years was a
very special feeling. Joining the Regiment changed
my life and gave me the opportunity to do some
amazing things and what I learned had a very
positive effect on my business career.
After receiving so much I’m very pleased to
be able to give back to the Regiment and in some
small way to try and help those of you are serving
now to have as great an experience as I did. Who
says you can’t go home again?

Dileas !
HLCol M. Scott

ASSOCIATION UPDATES AND ACTIVITIES

CALLING ALL
HIGHLANDERS!

Come and celebrate 125 YEARS of service to
Canada with Highlanders past and present.
MAY 27th and 28th, 2016
BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

ONLINE at the Regimental website WWW.48HIGHLANDERS.COM
– or –

By filling out a ticket

ORDER FORM available in your MESS or the BOR

P resented by the 48th highlanders trusts
48trusts@48highlanders.com
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125TH ANNIVERSARY UPDATE

N

EWS UPDATE! We are pleased to announce that
the reviewing officer at the tattoo will be the Chief
of the Defence Staff, General J.H. Vance, CMM,
MSC, CD.

the whole family. This show is fast-paced – every
scene only lasts about 5-10 minutes, so there is always
something new to see and experience. Looking for a
taste of true military history? There’s bagpipes, bands,
dancers, military traditions and much more!
The Tattoo is staged by the serving Officers, Warrant
Officers and Non Commissioned Men and Women of
the Regiment. Also on parade as our special guests
will be the Pipes and Drums of the 48th Highlanders of
Holland, Members of the 7th Toronto Regiment as they
celebrate Artillery Day and many more.
Pub Night/Reunion (1830 hrs) at Moss Park
Armoury. The floor of the armoury will be transformed
into a party place with food, music, dancing and
entertainment for members of the regimental family.
There will also be a special ceremony recognizing
highlanders who served with the regiment when we
won winning the Gzowski Trophy 5 years in a row.
Here’s your chance to answer that question – “What
ever happened to…..?” Chances are they’ll be there
so you can finally find out. (NOTE: Adult event due to
liquor laws).

ONLINE REGISTRATION
Our online registration system is up and running.
Go to our regimental website www.48highlanders.
com and click on the REGISTER NOW button.
• Registration Package – Everyone who buys a
BBQ Reunion ticket will receive a package which
includes a commemorative booklet, 48th lanyard
and other goodies.
• Not buying? - Even if you’re not buying tickets
we want you to go online and register so you’re
part of our Regimental Family Register. Doing
that makes sure that you’ll get an electronic copy
of the Parade State newsletter and the Falcon
yearbook as soon as they’re published. It also
means you’ll receive notices of special events,
parades and ceremonies. We want to keep in
touch because “Once a Highlander always a
Highlander!”

SPECIAL HOTEL RATES

FRIDAY, MAY 27TH

We’ve negotiated a special rate for the anniversary
weekend of $149 a night at the Doubletree by
Hilton on Chestnut St. in downtown Toronto. This rate
is available May 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29. The hotel
is just 3 blocks from the Eaton Centre. A free shuttle
will run from the hotel to the Liberty Grand for the Gala
and back to the hotel afterwards.
Reservations can be made through our 125th
online registration system or by contacting Doubletree
reservations online or by phone and telling them your
attending the 48th Highlanders 125th Gala and quoting
group number HGR. Reservations must be made by
April 27th to get these rates.

125th Anniversary Gala (1830hrs Reception,
1930hrs Dinner) at the Liberty Grand. There are
only 300 tickets and they’re starting to go fast so treat
that special person in your life to a grand celebration
featuring great food and a great DJ. Don’t forget the
special rate for serving privates, corporals and master
corporals and their escorts.

SATURDAY, MAY 28TH
125th Anniversary Tattoo at Fort York National
Historic Site (1400hrs-1530hrs)
This event is being held in conjunction with the
Doors Open Toronto and Artillery Day at Fort York. You
will see military pageantry and spectacle at its best.
This one-and-a-half hour show is a jam-packed event
filled with world-class entertainment, sure to delight
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ADMIN COMPANY REPORT
By Capt Bill Darling – OC Admin Coy

A

s the calendar year for 2016 continues
to progress, and with our Annual
Technical Inspection behind us, Admin Coy
has remained fully engaged in support of
Regimental training with an eye towards
the upcoming Regional Summer Training
Program and Ex Stalwart Guardian.
Admin Coy received top marks from ASU
and Brigade on the ATI, a testament to the
hard work of the Admin Coy staff along with
a huge assist from both C & D Coys….a busy
time for all and well done to all.
Pte Agudelo-Henao and Lt. Gorham conducting tent routine.
As reported in our last update, Admin
Coy’s ORBAT continues to change.
The “old” RQMS, Sgt Vic Carvalho,
decided to relinquish his Class B contract in favour of returning to
working full time on “civy” street.
This opened the door for another “new” soldier to return back to the
Regiment. Sgt Iain Kinkaid had been the RQMS of 32 Svc Bn and has now
returned as our new RQMS.
Sgt Carvalho will remain with Admin Coy for now as the Assistant RQ
to ensure a smooth handover before being posted to duties in either C or
D Coys where his expertise can continue to be put to good use. BZ to Sgt
Carvalho for a job well done!
Admin Coy extends a large welcome back to Sgt Kinkaid!

CHARLIE COMPANY REPORT
By Cpl Sherry

T

he Basic Winter Warfare course run this Winter (2015-2016), which
was conducted for the newer soldiers in the Regiment, went extremely
well.
The training that took place over several Friday nights at Moss Park
Armories and two weekends at 4CDTC MEAFORD.
The soldiers were taught Winter warfare tactics and basic survival
skills in cold Winter environments.
These skills included building Winter shelters and developing routines
to keep active and warm through the day and night.
It also taught proper construction of Winter defenses using the tools
that are carried as part of the tent group stores and materials at hand, in
conventional and innovative ways.
Other lessons included first aid…how cold weather affects the body
and the metabolism showing that cold environments have the potential to
affect your body adversely in unforeseen ways.
This course provided soldiers who attended with the basic knowledge
to move forward into further Winter exercises and with experience that
will make them more effective soldiers.

Basic Winter Warfare fire and movement

A glowing camp sunset

April 2016
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OCdt Nicole Little

BRAVO / DELTA COMPANY REPORT

BASIC MILITARY OFFICER’S
QUALIFICATION COURSE #0223

By Capt Vince Laurella

O

ver the course of the past training year, Delta Company provided
instructors to two different BMQ courses being hosted by the
Battleschool.
One of these courses is now complete, and four new
Highlanders out of the six that started the course, have graduated
and begun parading with the Regiment.
The second officer BMQ concluded at the end of March and the
Regiment now has two new Officer Cadets who graduated.
The courses were comprised of candidates and instructors from
units across the entire Brigade. Although 10 candidates from the
officer BMQ (nearly one-quarter of the course) did not finish, both
the Regiment’s Officer Cadets completed the course.
All of these new members will be ready for Summer courses
and the company is actively working toward placing them on their
next career courses.
The Company has continued to work with the partially trained
Highlanders to prepare them as well for their next Summer
courses to complete their infantry training.
The newest members of the Regiment also provide support to C
Company’s training during their weekend exercises.
With all of the new members being readied for course, as the
year comes to a close, D Coy is preparing to send more than a
section’s worth of new members to the fighting company for the
next training year.

By: OCdt Nicole Little

T

his Winter, 32 CBG Battle School ran Basic Military Officer’s
Qualification course serial 0223.
With an experienced staff under the watchful eye of 48th
Highlanders, Capt Laurella and WO Hanson, candidates gained a
fine introduction to army life.
We built individual skills and learned to work as fire team
partners, section members, and at a platoon level.
We had a glimpse into our futures as Army Reserve members,
developing dress and deportment, foot drill, and weapon’s handling
before heading to Borden to practice and prove these skills.
There, we had our first experiences in the gas hut and on a
military range, as well as an introduction to the field.
As new members, we were given opportunities to assess and
develop our leadership skills as section and course seniors.
For many, being responsible for the actions of others was a
novel enterprise, enhancing self-awareness and maturity as well as
professional, military development.
Candidates look forward to returning to their units more
qualified and ready for BMOQ-L.
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OPERATION
TRILLIUM RESPONSE
2016
by MCpl Brian Fong

T

he 48th Highlanders of Canada and other
units in 4th Canadian Division recently
participated in unique winter training during
Operation TRILLIUM RESPONSE 2016.
The operation was conducted across
Northern Ontario from 12-21 Feb 16, and
provided the soldiers with an excellent
opportunity to learn skills from Canadian
Rangers and connect with our First Nation
communities.
Members of the 48th Highlanders deployed
to Muskrat Dam and North Caribou Lake.
Major Alkema was the Deputy Commanding
Officer of the Battle Group, and Lt Blake
commanded the platoon in Muskrat Dam.
Most of the 48th soldiers were sent to the
North Caribou Lake First Nation Reserve.
Getting into the locations proved to be
quite the logistical challenge. Many of the
communities in Ontario’s north are only
accessible through air travel or by ice road in
the Winter. However, after two days of flights
and reorganizations, 3 Platoon, led by Captain
Wentzell and Warrant Officer Smintich was
on the ground with the assigned Canadian
Rangers.
Training became focused on what
specialties could be taught. For the 48th and
3 Platoon, a range day was set where each
Ranger and selected Junior Rangers fired
the C7 rifle. In turn, everyone in the platoon
was taught how to use the Rangers’ primary
weapon, the Lee Enfield, and also later shot
the weapon.
Lessons in game snaring and ice fishing
were also given later on to participating
members. Out of 10 snare’s set, Cpl Daniel
Kim was the only successful one to capture a
rabbit. Ice fishing was also yielded numerous
lines of pickerel that was later cooked in the
positions bonfire.
“The operation was an adventure from the
first day to the last”, noted Cpl Kim. “From
snaring rabbits to watching the northern
lights, these were memories I can’t forget.
I got a new found respect for the Rangers
and First Nations who live and thrive in this
environment.”

April 2016

The most
striking lesson for
many, however,
happened for a select
group of members
participating in ice
water rescue training.
Insulated waterproof
suits were donned
to take a plunge
in below-freezing
temperatures. Ranger
Instructor Sgt Kevin
Meikle led the lesson
and taught different
strategies of how to rescue persons from these
dire situations while keeping the rescuer safe.
The culmination of training was a
Community Day held in the local elementary
school. Its theme was a potluck dinner to
bring citizens of North Caribou Lake together.
3 Platoon was also invited to showcase
equipment and experiences of the Canadian
Forces.
Booths that were set included radios,
demonstrations by medics, a C7 weapons
stand, and a camouflage face painting station
for anyone that wanted to cam up. Each booth
was very well received by the community, with
many pictures taken and
questions being asked.
Presentations before
dinner were also made to the
North Caribou Lake Chief
Dinah Kanate for hosting
the training. To everyone’s
surprise, all members of the
platoon were also given gifts
ranging from moccasins,
crafted mittens, and
Ranger sweaters/t shirts to
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remember the operation by.
The dinner started after all of this,
which provided a welcome change from the
IMP’s eaten for most of the week. The most
interesting dishes served were beaver and
traditional bread called Bannock that filled
every soldier.
Although not a traditional military
exercise, TRILLIUM RESPONSE 16 was a
unique experience that taught everyone
involved relevant knowledge and gave the
participant an excellent exposure and
understanding of those who live in Ontario’s
northern First Nation communities.

THE ACTIVE UNIT

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT PREVIOUS PAGE:
1.

Range Day Photo (48th): From left to right - Pte Cunti, WO
Smintich, Capt Wentzell, and MCpl Fong after firing the
Lee Enfield rifle.

2.

Ranger Hoodie photo: From left to right - Capt Wentzell,
MCpl Fong, Pte Soto, Pte Novak, Cpl Kim, Pte Peralta, Pte
Macabuhay, and WO Smintich pose for a group photo
after being given hoodies and t-shirts from the platoon’s
attached Canadian Rangers.

3.

Arctic Tent Photo: A soldier clears snow off an arctic tent
from three days of heavy snowfall around North Caribou
Lake

4.

Trillium Brigade HQ Key Pers: Maj Chris Wykurz (32 CBG
HQ / 32 TBG Coord), Major Alkema (DCO 48 Highrs / DCO 32
TBG), CWO Nick Webb (RSM Tor Scot R / RSM 32 TBG) and
LCol Garry Moore (CO Tor Soct R / CO 32 TBG) at MUSKRAT
DAM – site of 32 TBG HQ

5.

3 Pl - Members of 3 Platoon at the conclusion of field
activities on Trillium Response 16

6.

WO photo - WO Smintich enjoys a meal of caribou,
pickerel and bannock freshly cooked by Canadian
Rangers.

7.

Major Alkema on ice road between MUSKRAT DAM and
SACHIGO LAKE

8.

Ice Water Rescue: Cpl Drake (32 Signal Regiment), Pte
Peralta, and Capt Wentzell smile before taking the plunge
in cold water to learn ice water rescue techniques
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48TH
HIGHLANDERS
MILITARY
BAND
By: BSM (WO) J. Murray, CD

W

ith the advent of Spring
comes parade season and
the 48th Military Band is gearing
up for two key events – the annual
Regimental Church Parade
on April 24th, and the 125th
Anniversary Celebrations on May
28th.
As usual, the Military Band
will be “in the Gods” (balcony) at
St. Andrew’s Church to provide
music as the congregation
assembles, as the Regiment
The elaborate formation - “Ladies and Gentlemen, The Canadians!”
enters, and to support the sacred
and remembrance ceremonies forming part of the Church Parade.
The month of May will see the Military Band support not one but
TWO reunions! Of course, we will be on hand to support the 125th
Anniversary Celebrations – both the May 28th Tattoo portion at Ft.
York and later that evening, the Reunion festivities at Moss Park
Amouries.
Almost as exciting, though, at least for the writer, is the 35th
anniversary celebrations to be hosted at Moss Park Armory on May
31st for 48th members of the Canadian Contingent who participated
in the 1981 Military Musical Pageant at Wembley Stadium in London
England.
Long a showcase for the massed bands of the British Army,
the Wembley Pageant broke new ground in 1981 by featuring a
“Commonwealth Contingent” from Canada for the first time. That
year, over 120 musicians from the 48th Military Band and Pipes &
Drums, the band of the Royal Regiment of Canada and the Toronto
Scottish Regiment Pipes & Drums took the field.
In an intricate marching/musical display on their own (see
photos) and massed with over 2000 British army musicians,
the bands performed a spectacular tattoo before, among other
dignitaries, HRH Prince Charles and his then-fiance Lady Diana
Spencer.
Sadly, this epic event was one of the last hurrahs for the British
Army bands – beginning in 1985, establishments were reduced over
48th Pipe Major (MWO) Iain Lang with Ontario Lt-Governor Elizabeth Dowdswell.
time from 64 active, Regular Force bands to just over a dozen today.
PM Lang was appointed Official Piper (volunteer position) to the Lt-Gov on

NEW APPOINTMENT
FOR 48TH PIPE MAJOR

December 12, 2015, and will participate in various government ceremonial
functions in future.
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48TH HOCKEY TEAM
WINS TORONTO POLICE
MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT
(WESTWOOD ARENA – APRIL 5 & 6, 2016)
By: Lt Bruce Boyden, Team Coach

T

he 48th Highlanders Hockey Team took part in the Annual Police
Tournament benefiting Autism. This was a 12 team Tournament
featuring 8 Toronto Police hockey teams and 4 Military. The 48th was in
the highest ranked, “A” Division, featuring the 3 top Police teams from
HQ, 22 Div. and the Courts.
The first game was Tuesday evening
against a big, fast and talented team from
Police HQ which prevailed 6-2 against us. It
is worth noting that our biggest player at 6’ 4”
and 220 was the average size of the players
on Zack’s face.
on the 3 other teams in the “A” Division. Our
However, I noticed that the cop’s face had
average size was at least 4” shorter and 40
taken
some adjustments, as well, when he
pounds lighter.
stormed
by me on the way to his dressing
Later that night we played a tough, physical
room!
Zack’s
courageous act put an end to the
22 Div. team that relied on size, speed and an
attempted
intimidation
tactics and ensured
intimidating style of play. However, in the end,
A shot of the Trophy.
that
our
goalie,
Lucas,
was
less in harm’s way
after tough action and rough play all game, we
for the duration.
were able to hang on for a 3-2 win.
Our fate was in our hands, as we had
We augmented the two goal lead with an
the opportunity to defeat the Courts team
insurance
marker in the third and held on
on Wednesday to qualify to compete in the
to
a
3
to
0
lead
for the shutout victory! Our
Championship final. This we did by rallying in
forwards,
led
by
McEwen, Laurella, Bush, Pett,
the third period to win by a 4-3 score.
and
Boyden
played
disciplined, unselfish, twoFor the final game, the 48th Team
way
hockey
and
provided
the offense necessary
regrouped and agreed on a game plan. The
to power the Victory!
size and skill of the HQ team, coupled with its
This was our second “A” Division victory in
tendency to keep a man high in their zone for
this
tournament in the past two years. This is
a quick breakout and the odd man rush, was
Andre Dritsas drinking out of the Keeper Trophy.
in
addition
to our bronze and silver medals in
offset by the fact that they had 10 skaters.
the
inaugural
two Ranger Cups this year and
We played a disciplined game with a
last.
As
a
result,
your 48th Highlanders hockey
Defense First Mentality, and we kept our shift
team
has
established
itself as the premier
lengths to a maximum of 60 seconds. Our
military
team
in
Ontario!
three forward lines wore them down and our
The DCO notes that this harkens back
goalie, Hldr Lucas Bender played brilliantly!
to
the
day when names like Gilllie, Darling,
We tired and frustrated them and took a
Chapman,
King, Anderson, McGuffin,
nervous, two goal lead into the 3rd period.
Quinnell,
Mastathis,
Browne and Alkema were
They tried everything in the book to score, but
Champions
in
the
Chesswood
era.
Lucas was a Wall and our team, especially the
Two
final
comments:
one
of
our forwards,
Defence, Andre Dritsas, Kyle Peebles, Mike
2016 Champions!
who
played
“AAA”
in
the
GTHL
and
just
Hook and Zack Shillingford, kept their chances
graduated
from
a
US
University,
baseball,
to a minimum.
athletic scholarship program, told me that, at 6’ 2” and 200, he was
Toward the end of the second period, the frustrated HQ team
up against bigger, stronger players every time that he battled on the
crashed and scrummed around our net after the whistle. They were
boards for the puck.
letting us know that they would do what it took to score.
And, the three times which Kevin Pett piped us into the games, we
At that point, young Hldr Zack, in his first tournament with our
won
- confirming why the Pipes were, at one time, declared a Weapon
Team, dropped the gloves with a monster from the other team. Zack got
of
War!
his licks in, but 50 pounds and a tough police demeanor took their toll
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CSA TO AID 48TH WO & SGTS
MESS WITH 125TH
ANNIVERSARY UPGRADE
By: MWO (Ret) Larry Fullerton, CSA Chairman

R

A special commemorative Gzowski Trophy lapel pin will be
presented to all members of the 48th Highlanders who served at any
time during the training years of Sept. 1, 1965, through August 31,
1970. All ranks, and all sub-units and bands of the Regiment of that
era, are eligible.

egimental reunions are few and far
between and the Continuing Sergeants
Association (CSA) is looking forward to the
upcoming 125th Anniversary in May, 2016.
This Reunion is a time to get together, talk
over old, exaggerated stories with friends that
you may not have seen for years or just last
week. It always makes for a great atmosphere
of camaraderie.
The CSA has decided to use this 125th Reunion year of 2016 as an
opportunity to remind our Regimental Family members of things past
and events current as it relates to our Mess.
We have a plan to bring back photos and items from the history
of the WO & Sergeants Mess that represent what we were, and are,
by various eras including WWI, WWII, Korean/Cold War, as well as
modern operations.
These historical artifacts will be displayed in the Sgts Mess with a
new colour scheme and greater use of our Davidson tartan to provide a
unique setting.
Our goal is to transform the décor of the Mess as part of our
contribution to the Regiment’s 125th Anniversary.
We have already contributed to adding the battle honour
‘AFGHANISTAN’ to our fireplace and we will soon see the return of the
two Ross rifles belonging to the Sergeants Mess.
This is currently an ongoing project but a very worthy one during
this special year.
We hope to see more returning Mess members, past and present,
over the year as we slowly develop the changes.
For 2016, members of the CSA Executive Committee who will
plan and work on the décor project include (all retired): MWO Larry
Fullerton, Chairman; MWO Mark McVety, Vice-Chairman; Sgt Guy
Bowie, WO Ron Denham, Sgt Gord Holmes, Sgt Al Kowalenko, WO
Diane Love, and WO Alex McKinnon.
During the 125th Reunion in May, make it a point to visit the 48th
Highlanders WO & Sgts Mess and check out the décor upgrades, as
well as meet old friends and Mess members who will be there to greet
you with a story or two!

If you fit the service criteria and will be attending the 125th
Anniversary Reunion, please contact Falcon Assistant Editor, Sgt
(Ret) Al Kowalenko, to be added to the list of pin recipients. Al can be
reached at email: ursa77@rogers.com or call 416-219-4967.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
NEW RCMI MUSEUM CURATOR

CALLING ALL 48TH VETERANS
OF THE GZOWSKI TROPHY ERA
(1965-70)
TO A SPECIAL AWARD
CEREMONY AT THE 125TH
ANNIVERSARY REUNION

I

f you are a 48th veteran of the Sir Casimir Gzowski Trophy era (196570), then make plans to attend a special award ceremony at the 125th
Anniversary Reunion BBQ/Pub Night on Saturday, May 28th, at Moss
Park Amouries.
The Gzowski Trophy was awarded to the 48th Highlanders of
Canada during five consecutive training years as emblematic of the
best militia infantry regiment in Canada. The Trophy will be on display
at the Reunion, 50 years after its first presentation to the Unit in 1966.
No other regiment in the country was able to match the 48th record
of five consecutive wins. This has always been regarded as a milestone
achievement in the Regiment’s history during the 1960s Cold War
period.

R

yan Goldsworthy, a scholar of military history and strategy,
who previously worked at our Regimental Museum, has
now been appointed Curator at the Royal Canadian Military
Institute (RCMI) Museum in Toronto.
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48TH VETERANS SERVICES
By: Sgt (Ret) Al Kowalenko – OCA Veterans Services Representative

I

n February, I attended a Veterans Service Officers seminar in Aurora, Ontario,
presented by the Royal Canadian Legion to update its members on veterans programs,
summarized as follows:

This issue of
The FALCON
published by

VAC DEFINITION OF A CF VETERAN (REGULAR AND RESERVE FORCES)
New on its website, Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) now defines a CF veteran as:
“Any former member of the Canadian Armed Forces who successfully underwent basic
training and is honorably released.” This new definition allows modern era veterans
access to VAC assistance and support for all types of disabilities or injuries sustained
from previous military service.

Capt (Ret) Steve Gilbert
Editor

VAC SERVICES – DIRECT ACCESS
Direct access to VAC services is available through their website at www.veterans.
gc.ca or through its toll free number 1-866-522-2122. There is also a special 24-hour
counselling line with a mental health professional at 1-800-268-7708 for immediate
attention.

RCL BRANCH SUPPORT
All CF veterans can apply to VAC for benefits through their local Royal Canadian
Legion branches and there is no charge for this service at any RCL branch in Canada.
Just ask for the branch Veterans Services Officer and be sure to have the appropriate
documentation of your service in the Canadian Forces. The VSO personnel are trained to
complete the appropriate VAC documents and advise you on your rights for any disability
claims. In fact, approaching VAC through the RCL is one of your best ways to submit a
successful application.

Sgt (Ret) Al Kowalenko
Assistant Editor

RCL HOMELESS VETERANS SUPPORT
If you know of any CF veteran struggling with a homeless situation, the RCL has
a new program called “Operation Leave the Streets Behind”. It will assist homeless
veterans with funding and medical support, as well as job counselling and contact with
other veteran support agencies. Just contact any local RCL branch and advise them of
the veteran’s circumstances and level of support required and they will begin immediate
action to alleviate the situation.

Sgt (Ret) Adam Bernard

Layout & Graphic Design

OSISS AND PTSD/OSI PEER GROUP
For CF veterans dealing with PTSD there is assistance through Operational Stress
Injury Social Support (OSISS). This is a partnership program between the Department
of National Defence and Veterans Affairs Canada which began in 2001. The program
provides peer group support to CF veterans struggling with PTSD (now termed
Operational Stress Injury). Direct contact with OSSIS can be done through their website
at www.ossis.ca or call 1-800-883-6094.
48th veterans requiring further information on the above programs, please contact:
Sgt(Ret) Al Kowalenko at email: ursa77@rogers.com or call 416-219-4967.

The Falcon Parade State is published by
authority of the Commanding Officer,
48th Highlanders of Canada, and
through the ongoing financial support
of the Regimental Trust Fund.

DUE DATE FOR
ALL SUBMISSIONS:
MONDAY, SEPT 12, 2016
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ASSOCIATION UPDATES AND ACTIVITIES
48TH OLD COMRADES
ASSOCIATION UPDATE

A 48TH HIGHLANDER CELEBRATES HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY

By: MWO (Ret) Mark McVety, CD - OCA President

O

n behalf of all members of the 48th
Old Comrades Association (OCA), I
would like to pass on our sympathies and
condolences to the family of Cpl Adeline
Hartono upon her tragic passing. Cpl
Hartono was a cherished member of the
Regiment and she will be missed by many of
our serving members.
Here are important OCA activities taking
place over the next five months:
1.

OCA Annual Meeting: Saturday April
16th at 1200 hours, in the Sergeants’
Mess with the social hour first followed
by the business meeting at 1300 hrs.

2.

48th Church Parade on St. Julien Day
(April 24, Victoria Memorial Square):
the OCA Drill Team and a contingent
of Cadets will honour the members of
the Newfoundland Fencibles (Royal
Newfoundland Regiment) who fought
at the Battle of York in 1813.

3.

125th Anniversary events in May:
Regimental Gala at the Liberty Grand
(CNE) on Friday Night (May 27) and
Saturday (May 28) the Unit ceremonial
parade at Old Fort York from 1400-1600
hrs.

4.

Reunion BBQ: Saturday
Night (May 28, MPA).
We will have our tables
to collect data and sign
up members for the
organization. All veterans
of the Regiment who
served during the Sir
Casimir Gzowski Trophy
years (Sept 1, 1965-Aug
30, 1970) will be honored
during the evening.

5.

Pachino Day (Sunday ,July
10, Belleville) and Warriors
Days (Saturday, August 20,
CNE) are important OCA
Summer parades. Let’s
turn these two parades
into our biggest showing
ever!

Tom and his 48th comrades
On March 6, 2016 in the Regimental Officers mess,
Major (retired) Tom White was honoured by fellow
highlanders and friends at a special birthday party
organized by his loving wife Gunta.

Tom and his wife Gunta

OCA SCHEDULE UNTIL LATE AUGUST
April 16 –
Saturday
April 24 – Sun

Annual
Meeting
Church Parade

April 24 – Sun

Battle of York

May 27 – Fri

Anniversary
Ball
Ceremonial
Event
BBQ & Meet +
Greet
Pachino Day

May 28 – Sat
May 28 – Sat
July 10 – Sun
August 20 –
Sat

Warriors’ Day

13

Sgts’ Mess
MPA
St Andrews’
Church
Victoria
Memorial
Square
Liberty Grand

1200 – Social
1300 – Meeting
1030

Old Fort York

1300

MPA

1800

$40.00

Belleville
Armoury
CNE Toronto

1000

Bus available

1400
1830

Bus from St
Andrews and
back to MPA
$125.00

1030

April 2016

CORPORAL MAX BOYDEN:

Your MILITARY SPECIALIST for your
car lease and purchase needs.

48th Regimental Family
Advertisements

210-1179 King St W, Toronto, Ontario, M6K 3C5

Victor Carvalho
MORTGAGE AGENT

LICENSE #M13001923

Direct: 647-937-0776 Office: 647-362-5472
TF:
800-208-2399 Fax: 416-536-9762
victor.carvalho@mortgagescout.ca
Powered by Verico Premiere Mortgage Centre Lic 10317

1. 2016 GMC SIERRA 1500 DOUBLE CAB
WITH ELEVATION EDITION
(stock # 194007 )

LEASE : 24 month, with 20,000 km/year , 0 &
$ 128 / weekly + HST, RESIDUAL $ 28383.60
FINANCE: 84 MONTH, @ 0.99%
$ 120 / WEEKLY + HST

2. 2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LS FWD
(stock # 155323 )

LEASE : 48 month, with 20,000 km/year , 0 &
$ 92 / weekly + HST, RESIDUAL $ 10429.20
FINANCE: 84 MONTH, @ 0%
$ 81 / WEEKLY + HST
DISCLAIMER :
		
		
		

1. All GM Programs applied
2. HST , and Licensing extra
3. Cost of Borrowing at 0.99% - $214.05/year
4. Subject to bank approval ( OAC )

George M. Redak
Markville Chevrolet Buick GMC
General Sales Manager
905.294.1440 ext 213
gredak@markvillechevrolet.com

HAVE YOU SEEN THE ELECTRONIC
VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER?

A colour version of this issue is available at the
Regimental website

www.48highlanders.com

48TH CALENDAR OF KEY REGIMENTAL EVENTS –
APRIL TO SEPTEMBER, 2016
Date

Trg Event

Dress & Equip

Activity

Sat 02 Apr 16

Garrison Ball

Mess Kit

Officers Only

08-10 Apr 16

32 TBG FTX - TENTATIVE
DATE

CADPAT / FFO /
March O

32 TBG Tactical FTX
Date From 32 CBG Op Plan

Tues 12 Apr 15

Bn Admin

CADPAT

CO Coord Conf

Fri 15 Apr 16

Coy Trg

CADPAT / FFO

Fri 22 Apr 16

Coy Trg

CADPAT / FFO

Parade Rehearsal

Sat 23 Apr 16

Officer's Mess Dinner

Mess Kit

Officers Only

Sun 24 Apr 16

Regimental Church Parade

Full Dress

Tues 26 Apr 16

Mackenzie Shoot

CADPAT / FFO

Officers & Sr NCOs Only

29 Apr-01 May
16

32 TBG FTX - TENTATIVE
DATE

CADPAT / FFO
March O

32 TBG Tactical FTX
Date From 32 CBG Op Plan

Fri 06 May 16

Coy Trg

CADPAT / FFO

Tues 09 May 16

Bn Adm

CADPAT

CO Coord Conf

Fri 13 May 16

Bn Trg

CADPAT / FFO

CO Hour / Pde Rehearsal

Fri 20 May 16

Regt Stand-Down

N/A

Victoria Day Long Weekend

Fri 27 May 16

Regimental 125 Anniversary

TBC

125th Anniversary Gala - The Liberty Grand

Sat 28 May 16

Regimental 125 Anniversary

Full Dress

Ft York/ 125th Reunion at MPA

03-04 Jun 16

Ex HIGHLAND STRYKER

CADPAT / FFO /
March O

IBTS Shoot / Employer Day

Fri 10 Jun 16

Regt End of Year Parade

CADPAT / FFO

Fri 17-18 Jun 16

Ex Highlander Warrior 1 CFB Borden

CADPAT/FFO

Tue 5 Jul 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Sun 10 Jul 16

OCA Pachino Day Parade Belleville Armouries

Tue 12 Jul 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Tue 19 Jul 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Tue 26 Jul 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Tue 2 Aug 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Tue 9 Aug 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

12-28 Aug 16

Ex Stalwart Guardian 16 CFB Petawawa

CADPAT/FFO

Sat 20 Aug 16

OCA Warriors Day Parade - CNE

Tue 30 Aug 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Tue 6 Sep 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Fri 9 Sep 16

Regt Stand-To/AAG

CADPAT/FFO

Tue 13 Sep 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Fri 16 Sep 16

Coy Trg

CADPAT/FFO

Tue 20 Sep 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

23-25 Sep 16

Ex Highlander Falcon 1 4CDTC Meaford

CADPAT/FFO

Tue 27 Sep 16

Admin Night

CADPAT

Fri 30 Sept 16

Coy Trg

CADPAT/FFO

48th OCA To Lead Parade

Annual Summer Exercise
48th OCA To Lead Parade

First Training Night of 2016-17

First Field Exercise of the Fall

G U B R AT
S
A
E
L
I
H
D

CPL ADELINE
HARTONO

O

n Thursday, 25 February, 2016, the
Regiment lost a serving, Active Battalion
member of the 48th Highlander Family.
Cpl Adeline Hartono was killed in a vehicle
accident, while vacationing in the Dominican
Republic.
She was a graduate of the University of
Waterloo (Bachelor of Arts Honours) and joined
the military and our Regiment in November of
2008. For the past year she was on secondment
to 32 Service Battalion.
A dedicated soldier, Cpl Hartono was known for
her positive attitude, energy and thirst for new
experiences. She will be sorely missed.

IN M E MORIAM
Stuart Green. . . . . . . . . . . Ottawa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 Dec, 2012
Ed White. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toronto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 Oct, 2015
Adeline Hartono. . . . . . . . Dominican Republic. . . . . 25 Feb, 2016

Dileas Gu Brath — We will remember her !

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them.

APRIL 2016

